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in the cat house
by rose hughes
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Rose is known for her technique called 
Fast-Piece Applique. It’s a machine-
applique approach that uses freezer 

paper templates and raw-edged piecing to 
pretty much achieve any type of design. 
She’s written three books on the topic 
through Martingale, with the most recent 
being Fast-Piece Applique: Easy, Artful Quilts 
by Machine (2014).

We’ve listed this skill level as "patient 
expert" because it requires careful cutting 
and sorting. And because there’s a 
lot to it. But the basic technique, once 
watched, is super simple. We suggest 
that you watch Rose’s tutorial on Fast-
Piece Applique. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CTsSR6efCks&feature=share While 
you’re working through this pattern, keep 
things stacked neatly, or use plastic bags to 
sort the pieces for each section. Lastly, keep 
a second copy of the color flat shot (found 
on our website) of the quilt for reference. You 
can check off each section as you finish it. 

designed and made by 
rose hughes

quilted by 
loretta orsborn

skill level: patient expert**

finished quilt size: 
64" x 60"

right and left panels: 
20" x 60" 

middle panel: 
25" x 60"

overall materials 
• ¼ yard purple 
• ½ yard indigo (dark blue)
• 1½ yard blue
• ¾ yard red-violet
• ½ yard teal
• 1½ yards light teal
• 1½ yards pink
• ½ yard pale yellow
• ¾ yard pale blue 
• ½ yard for binding: Cut into (7) 2½" x 

WOF strips and sew end to end for one 
long strip

• 3½ yards for backing
• 64" x 64" for batting
• Freezer paper
• Pins
• Permanent thin marker

In this adorable quilt, Rose made the top 
in three panels and then put the panels 
together. There are three templates, one for 
each panel, and also an illustration for each 
of three cat faces. Yes, the panels need to 
be enlarged quite a bit. To make this full-
sized quilt, there’s no way around it, and the 
easiest way to handle this is to bring it into 
a professional copy shop. You can also set 
your printer to "tile" the pages and then tape 
them together. Again, not ideal, but it’s an 
option. BUT, if you were not to enlarge it as 
much, as long as all three panels and the 
cat’s faces were proportional, you could also 
have an adorable wall quilt. Her technique 
works great large or small.

As far as the cats, these sweeties were 
traced onto a solid fabric (pink, aqua and 
blue shown here) and then hand-painted 
with opaque fabric paints. A base of white 
was used over the entire area where the 
cat would appear in the circle then left to 
dry before painting the cats in using the 
desired colors.
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cutting and piecing instructions

We’re going to take this one section at a time, one 
panel at a time. The number given is the fabric 
section to cut with the color fabric listed for each. The 
stitching instructions come one step at a time, after all 
of the section’s cuts have been made.
 For sections using Fast-Piece Applique (FPA), 
enlarge to the full-size as noted on copy paper. Then, 
trace each section along with numbers onto freezer 
paper and add hatch marks. For these sections, cut and 
prepare fabric pattern pieces as noted.

LEFT PANEL:
Section A (full size 20" x 19"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique
Pieces 1 and 2: Pale Blue
Pieces 3 and 5: Indigo
Pieces 4 and 7: Pale yellow
Piece 6: Light teal
Sew together in this order using FPA:
• Sew 3 to 4
• Sew 5 to 6
• Sew 1 to 3/4
• Sew 2 to 1/3/4
• Set-in 7 to 5/6. Then using freezer paper pattern set 

in 5/6/7 to1/2/3/4.

Section B: Uses Strip Piecing
Cut (1) 2½" x WOF strip of teal.
Cut (1) 2 ½" x WOF strip of indigo.
• Sew strips together along length. Press and cut into 

to equal long halves.
• Sew these strips together again, making sure the 

colors alternate. Press and cut again into equal long 
halves. 

• Repeat this step several times until you have one 
long strip where the individual pieces measure 

 2" x 1". (You might have to trim it down slightly
 depending on the your fabric’s initial width.)

Section C (Full size 20" x 13"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique and Cat 1
Background: Pink
Cat background: Light teal
• Trace Cat 1 illustration onto light teal background 

fabric. (A light box or daytime window can help.) 

• Paint Cat 1 by first using white opaque fabric paint. 
Allow to dry. Then paint in the areas with your 
desired colors. Allow to dry.

• Using the freezer paper pattern for placement set in 
Cat 1 to the window.

Section D: Uses Piecing
REPEAT STEPS FOR SECTION B.

Section E (full size 20" x 8"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique
Pieces 3, 5 and 7: Teal
Pieces 2, 4 and 6: Pink
Background: Light teal
Sew together in this order using FPA:
• Sew 2 to 3
• Sew 4 to 5
• Sew 6 to 7
• Then using freezer paper pattern set in each of the 

windows.

Section F: Uses Piecing
REPEAT STEPS FOR SECTION B.

Section G (full size 20" X (9½"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique
Background: Pink
Piece 2: Indigo
Using the freezer paper pattern set in Piece 2 to 
background. 

Cat 1

in the cat house, continued
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in the cat house, continued

Section H (full size 20" x 8"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique and Strip Piecing
Piece 2: Pale yellow
Piece 3: Light teal
For Pieces 1 and 4:
• Cut (2) 1½" x WOF strips of teal
• Cut (2) 1½" x WOF strips of indigo 

Using the freezer paper pattern set in Piece 2 to Piece 
3. Trim this to 6½" x 8½". 
For the strips, repeat the process in Section B until 
strips can be cut to measure 7½" x 8½". Then sew 1 to 
2/3. Sew 4 in place.

With all the sections completed they are stitched 
together in order.

CENTER PANEL:
Section A (full size 25" x 12"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique
Pieces 1 and 5: Pale Blue
Pieces 2 and 4: Indigo
Piece 3: Light teal
Piece 6: Pink
Piece 7: Blue
Sew together in this order using FPA:
• Sew 1 to 2
• Sew 4 to 5
• Sew 1/2 to 3
• Sew 1/2/3 to 4/5
• Set-in 6 to 7. Then using freezer paper pattern set 

in 6/7 to 1/2/3/4/5.

Section B: Uses Strip Piecing
Cut (1) 1½" x WOF strip of purple.
Cut (1) 1½" x WOF strip of red-violet.
• Sew 1½" strips together along length. Press and cut 

into to equal long halves.
• Sew these strips together again, making sure the 

colors alternate. Press and cut again into equal long 
halves. 

• Repeat this step several times until you have one 
long strip where the individual pieces measures to 
25" x 1". (You might have to trim it down slightly 
depending on the your fabric’s initial width.)

Cut (1) 2½" x WOF strip of purple.
Cut (1) 2½" x WOF strip of red-violet.
• Sew 2½" strips together along length. Press and cut 

into two equal long halves.

• Sew these strips together again, making sure the 
colors alternate. Press and cut again into equal long 
halves. 

• Repeat this step several times until you have one 
long strip where the individual pieces measures to 
25" x 2". (You might have to trim it down slightly 
depending on the your fabric’s initial width.)

Section C (full size 25" x 10"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique
Piece 1: Blue
Pieces 2, 4, 6 and 8: Pink
Purple and red-violet 1" finished leftover strips from 
Section B
Sew together in this order using FPA:
• Sew 2 to 3
• Sew 4 to 5
• Sew 6 to 7
• Sew 8 to 9
• Then using freezer paper pattern set in 2/3, 4/5, 

6/7, 8/9 to 1.

Section D: Uses Piecing
REPEAT STEPS FOR SECTION B.

Section E (Full size 25" x 14"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique and Cat 2
Background: Blue
Cat background: Pink
• Trace Cat 2 illustration onto pink fabric. (A light 

box or daytime window can help.) 
• Paint Cat 2 by first using white opaque fabric paint. 

Allow to dry. Then paint in the areas with your 
desired colors. Allow to dry.

• Using the freezer paper pattern for placement set in 
Cat 2 to the window.

Cat 2
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Section F: Uses Piecing
REPEAT STEPS FOR SECTION B.

Section G (full size 25" X 8½"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique
Piece 1: Blue
Pieces 2, 4 and 6: Teal
Pieces 3 and 7: Pink
Piece 5: Light teal
Sew together in this order using FPA:

• Sew 2 to 3
• Sew 4 to 5
• Sew 6 to 7
• Then using freezer paper pattern set in 2/3, 4/5, 

6/7 to 1.

Section H (full size 25" x 8"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique and Strip Piecing
Pieces 1 and 4: Blue
Piece 2: Teal
For Piece 3:

• Cut (1) 1½" x WOF strips of teal
• Cut (1) 1½" x WOF strips of indigo 

Sew 1 to 2. Then using the freezer paper pattern Piece 
3, repeat the process in Section B with the teal and 
indigo strips until strips can be cut to measure 6½" x 
8½". Then sew 1/2 to 3. Sew 1/2/3 to 4.

With all the sections completed they are stitched 
together in order.

RIGHT PANEL:
Section A (full size 20" X 19"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique
Pieces 1 and 5: Pale Blue
Piece 2: Indigo
Piece 3: Pale yellow
Piece 4: Red-violet
Sew together in this order using FPA:

• Sew 2 to 3
• Sew 1 to 2/3
• Sew 5 to 1/2/3
• Then using freezer paper pattern set in 4 to 

1/2/3/5.

Section B: Uses Strip Piecing
Cut (1) 1½" x WOF strip of teal.
Cut (1) 1½" x WOF strip of indigo.
Sew strips together along length. Press and cut into 
two equal long halves.

• Sew these strips together again, making sure the 
colors alternate. Press and cut again into equal 
long halves. 

• Repeat this step several times until you have one 
long strip where the individual pieces measure 
20" x 1". (You might have to trim it down slightly 
depending on the your fabric’s initial width.)

Section C (full size 20" x 17"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique
Piece 1: Light teal
Pieces 2, 4 and 8: Indigo (Cut 3" x 5" rectangle for 
each)
Pieces 3, 6 and 9: Indigo (Cut 9½" x 5" rectangle for 
each)
Piece 10: Use 1" finished leftover strips from Section B
Sew together in this order using FPA:
• Sew 2 to 3
• Sew 5 to 6
• Sew 8 to 9
• Sew 2/3 to 4, 5/6 to 7, 8/9 to 10
• Then using freezer paper pattern set in windows.

Section D: Uses Piecing
REPEAT STEPS FOR SECTION B.

Section E (Full size 20" x 13"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique and Cat 3
Background: Pale blue
Cat background: Red-violet
• Trace Cat 3 illustration onto red-violet fabric. (A 

light box or daytime window can help.) 
• Paint Cat 3 by first using white opaque fabric paint. 

Allow to dry. Then paint in the areas with your 
desired colors. Allow to dry.

• Using the freezer paper pattern for placement set 
in Cat 3 to the window.

Cat 3

in the cat house, continued
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Rose, of RavenSpeak Quilts, brings life’s 
landscapes alive through her seemingly 
magically stitched together art quilts. 
She uses her simple method, called Fast 
Piece Appliqué, and hasshared thisand 
other fabri-magic in her teaching, pat-
terns, and books. She lives in Paducah, 
Kentucky, with her husband, David, 
and two wonderful studio cats. She can 
be found at rosehughes.blogspot.com.

Section F: Uses Piecing
REPEAT STEPS FOR SECTION B.

Section G (full size 20" x 8"): Uses Fast-Piece 
Applique
Pieces 1 and 6: Light teal
Pieces 2 and 5: Red-violet
For Piece 3: Use leftover teal-indigo squares from 
Section B.
Sew together in this order using FPA:

• Sew 2 to 3
• Set in 4 to 5
• Set in 2/3 to 1
• Sew 1/2/3 to 4/5
• Sew 1/2/3/4/5 to 6

in the cat house, continued

With all the sections completed they are stitched 
together in order.

getting it together
1. Square up each panel. Left and right should be 20" x 
60" each. Center panel should be 25" x 60"
2. Sew panels together in order.
3. Layer, baste, quilt and bind as desired.
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in the cat house templates

Cat 1
Enlarge by 125%
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in the cat house templates

Cat 2
Enlarge by 125%
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in the cat house templates

Cat 3
Enlarge by 125%
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in the cat house templates

Left panel
Enlarge by 600%
(20" x 60")

Section A

Cat 1

Section B

Section C

Section D

Section E

Section F

Section G

Section H

1 2

3

4

5

67

1

1

1

2

2

2

3

3

4

4

5

6

7
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in the cat house templates

Center panel
Enlarge by 600%
(25" x 60") Section A

Cat 2

Section B

Section C

Section D

Section E

Section F

Section G

Section H

1

2

3

4

5

6
7

1

1

1

2

2
4

6

2

3

3

3

5
7

4

4

5

6 8

7 9
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in the cat house templates

Right panel
Enlarge by 600%
(20" x 60")

Section A

Cat 3

Section B

Section C

Section D

Section E

Section F

Section G

1 5

2

3

5 8

6 9

4

1

1

2

2

3

3

4 7 10

4

5

6


