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city view, continued



Generation Q Magazine Jan./Feb. 2014   3

designed and made
by lisa bee wilson

quilt size: 
66” X 72”

block size: 
6” X 12”
skill level: 
beginner

Like you’d see in a bird’s eye
view of city blocks, there’s a
deceptive uniformity in the

strong, basic grid of this quilt. Keep
staring at it, though. The mini-patch
colors begin to pulsate and the
showcased print starts to swirl, giv-
ing energy to the individual blocks.
Kinda like a big city where each
block is truly its own neighborhood,
right? Sure, you could strip-piece
part of all of the patchy blocks, but
we opt for more randomness, and
suggest patiently piecing the small
squares. 

overall materials
• 1 1/2 yards of purple tone-on-tone for the

large rectangle for each block
• 1/4 yard each of (9) different jewel tone

solids for small squares
• 1/2 yard of green: cornerstones and

squares in blocks 
• 1 3/4 yards of black: sashing
• 5/8 yard of binding
• 72” X 80” batting
• 4 yards of backing fabric (Lisa used the

same purple as the rectangles in the
blocks.)

From each of the 7 different jewel tones: 
• Cut (2) 2” X WOF strips. Then cut (40) 

2” squares [SQ-11/2].

From 2 jewel tones: 
• Cut (4) 2” X WOF strips. Then cut (80) 2”

squares [SQ-11/2]. 

From the green fabric: 
• Cut (2) 2” X WOF strips. Then cut (40) 

2” squares [SQ-11/2]. 
• Cut (4) 2 1/2” X WOF strips. Then cut (54) 

2 1/2” squares [SQ-2] for the cornerstones. 

From the black sashing fabric: 
• Cut (3) 6 1/2” X WOF strips. Then cut (48) 

6 1/2” X 2 1/2” [REC-2 X 6] horizontal 
sashing strips. 

• Cut (3) 12 1/2” X WOF strips. Then cut (45)
12 1/2” X 2 1/2” [REC-2 X 12] vertical sashing
strips.

From the binding fabric: 
• Cut (8) 2 1/2” X WOF strips [STR-2]. Sew

strips end-to-end. Fold lengthwise WST, with
raw edges even, and press to create binding.

cutting instructions
From the purple tone-on-tone: 
• Cut (8) 6 1/2” X WOF strips. Then cut (40) 

6 1/2” X 8” rectangles [REC-6 x 71/2].
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piecing instructions
1. Using the jewel tone and green 2” squares,

arrange in (40) different 4-square by 3-square
arrangements. Sew the squares together into
rows and then sew the rows together for a 4
1/2” X 6 1/2” pieced rectangle. 

2. Sew the 6 1/2” X 8” purple tone-on-tone rec-
tangles to the 6 1/2” X 4 1/2” pieced rectangles
to complete the blocks.

3. Arrange the blocks with the pieced portion on
the top of each block and the horizontal and
vertical sashing strips between each block.
Sew the cornerstones at the intersections of
each sashing strip. Sew the blocks and sash-
ings into rows. Sew the rows together to com-
plete the top.

4. Baste, quilt and bind.

Lisa Bee-Wilson enjoys the
colors, fabrics and textures
of quilting. She owned her
own coffeehouse chain and
so starting a longarm quilt-
ing business was just another
extension of her creativity
and entrepreneur-based en-
ergies. Starting out as a scrap
quilting over 20 years ago,

she continues to use the biggest variety of fabrics possible
in every quilt! Lisa lives in Lowell, Oregon, with her hus-
band and her dog, Willow. You can follow her at
www.towerhousequilts.com.
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