llama love

by jennifer moore
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W

hen Jennifer and her husband,
David Miguelucci, started Monaluna
six years ago, it was admittedly
on a whim, brought on by a strong desire to
create quilt fabric in the most socially responsible manner possible.
Now the duo juggle a daughter, his fulltime job and her passion for organic in all
things around this small, but successful fabric company.
Llama Love is a simple improvisational
quilt that we named in honor of this couple’s love for llamas. Jennifer once shared
the story of her and David’s wedding, where
llamas helped guide the wedding party down
the aisle (they married at a friend’s country home). Since then, these sweet animals
appear in several of Jennifer’s collections, including the one used in this quilt, Westwood.
Now, because this is improv style, it’s
pretty much impossible to tell you what each
and every single fabric cut should be. You
wouldn’t like us if we did, really. What we’ll
do instead it isolate each block’s section, tell
you the measurements of the print blocks
and then the final measurements of the overall blocks, and send you to improving along.
And, of course, we’ll also give you some
hints about how to improv piece this. Just remember that as long as you end up with the
final unfinished measurement of the overall
block, you can’t go wrong.

overall materials:
• (10) fat quarters (Jennifer used all 10 of the prints from
her Westwood collection. Their names are Acorn, Blomme, Dapple, Deerhart, Hoot, Jacks, Little Leaves Teal,
Llama Love, Tall Pines and Toadstools.)
• (4) yards solid white (Jennifer used Warm White Solid
from her selection of solids)
• binding: ⅔ yard cut into (8) 2½" strips (Jennifer used
leftover strips cut from her prints)
• backing: (5) yards
• batting: 76" x 86"
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by jennifer moore of
Monaluna Fabrics
Monaluna.com
skill level:
super simple-all improv
quilt size: 72" x 82"
cutting instructions
Survival tips: There are (16) unique blocks making up this quilt, named in alphabetical order. As
you are cutting each fabric, place the pieces in a
sandwich bag marked with the correct block name.
Also, we’ve given the cuts for the exact prints as
Jennifer made the quilt, but if you’re using other
fabric, rename them as numbers to keep track.
Acorn
• 6½" x 12½" (C)
• 6½" x 6" (N)
Blomme
• 7½" x 3½" (E)
• 6½" x 3½" (P)
• 7½" x 21½" (L)
• 6½" x 12½" (C)
• 8½" x 12½" (G)
Dapple
• 6½" x 3½" (C)
• 5½" x 9½" (H)
• 7½" x 3½" (J)
• 5½" x 5½" (K)
• 6½" x 12½" (M)
• 6½" x 3½" (P)
Deerhart
• 7" x 19" (A)
• 5½" x 5½" (F)
• 6½" x 6½" (I)
• 6½" x 15" (P)

llama love quilt, by jennifer moore
cutting instructions, continued

piecing instructions

Hoot
• 7" x 7" (B)
• 8½" x 12½" (D)

We’re working a little out of order here for a good
reason. Block C is actually an entire vertical row in
almost the middle of the quilt and it is NOT improv
pieced. We’ll do this first, and then get back in order.
Make sure you have the quilt’s illustration in front
of you to help. All of the sizes shown are before each
block is sewn into the whole quilt top, which means they
include the seam allowances!

Jacks
• 7" x 3½" (A)
• 6½" x 5" (C)
• 6½" x 12½" (C)
• 8½" x 6½" (D)
• 8½" x 5" (G)
• 6½" x 3½" (M)
• 6½" x 9½" (P)
Little Leaves Teal
• 7" x 19" (A)
• 6½" x 4½" (C)
• 5½" x 6½" (H)
• 5½" x 7½" (K)
• 5½" x 3½" (K)
• 6½" x 4½" (M)
Llama Love
• 5½" x 20½" (K)
• 6½" x 10½" (M)
• 5½" x 5½" (O)
Tall Pines
• 6½" x 19½" (C)
Toadstools
• 5½" x 17½" (H)
• 7½" x 21½" (L)
Warm White Solid
• Cut (1) 6½" x WOF strip. Then cut (2) 6½" x 3½"
rectangles, (1) 6½" x 7½" rectangle and (1) 3½" x 3"
rectangle. All of these are for Block C.
• Cut (5) 4" x WOF strips. Then sew strips together
end to end. Cut into (2) lengths, each at 4" x 82".
All of these are for Block C.
• Cut (1) 7½" x WOF strip. Then cut (1) 7½" x 23½"
for Block L.
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improv piecing
1. Cut Warm White fabric into varied WOF strips
starting with (2) each at 4", 6", 8" and 10".
2. To build these blocks, you’ll need your cutting mat,
ruler and rotary cutter ready for action. Build them
in Log Cabin fashion. Sew a white strip on one
side. Then using your ruler to line up the edges, trim the strip to match the block’s edges. Sew
another strip to another side and then trim strip
to match the edges. Continue around the block
until you have it big enough to trim to the finished
overall block size.
3. We’ve suggested the piecing order of each side to
help maximize your strips. If you run out of strips,
keep cutting. Leftover Warm White fabric can be
used for the backing.
Block C
1. Lay out, in this order, from left to right along 6½"
sides:
• White 6½" x 3½"
• Dapple 6½" x 3½"
• White 6½" x 7½"
• Acorn 6½" x 12½"
• Tall Pines 6½" x 19½"
• Jacks 6½" x 5"
• White 6½" x 3½"
• Blomme 6½" x 12½"
• Jacks 6½" x 12½"
• Little Leaves Teal 6½" x 4½"
• White 6½" x 3"
2. Sew together in order from left to right. The left
side becomes the top of your Block C. Press seams
to darker fabrics.
3. On either side of the vertical row, sew a 4" x 82½"
length. Press seams to darker fabrics. Your finished
row should be 13½" x 82½".

llama love quilt, by jennifer moore
piecing instructions, continued
Block A
Print Block: 7" x 28" (this is BEFORE the block is
pieced into the overall block and includes visible seam
alllowances)
Overall Block: 14½" x 38½" (this is BEFORE the overall block is pieced into the quilt top and includes visible
seam alllowances)
• Build on right side, left side, top and bottom.
Block B
Print Block: 7" x 6½"
Overall Block: 12½" x 38½"
• Build on right side, top and bottom.
Block D
Print Block: 8½" x 18½"
Overall Block: 12½" x 26½"
• Build on left side, top and bottom.
Block E
Print Block: 7½" x 3½"
Overall Block: 10½" x 14½"
• Build on left side, top and bottom.
Block F
Print Block: 5½" x 5½"
Overall Block: 11½" x 14½"
• Build on top, bottom, right side and left side.
Block G
Print Block: 8½" x 17"
Overall Block: 13½" x 23½"
• Build on left side, right side, top and bottom.
Block H
Print Block: 5½" x 32½"
Overall Block: 13½" x 44½"
• Build on left side, right side, top and bottom.
Block I
Print Block: 6½" x 6½"
Overall Block: 13½" x 13½"
• Build on bottom and left side.
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Block J
Print Block: 7½" x 3½"
Overall Block: 13½" x 8½"
• Build on bottom, right side and left side.
Block K
Print Block: 5½" x 35½"
Overall Block: 12½" x 42½"
• Build on left side, right side, top and bottom.
Block L
Print Block: 7½" x 31½"
Overall Block: 9½" x 54½"
• Build on left side and top.
Block M
Print Block: 6½" x 29½"
Overall Block: 12½" x 32½"
• Build on left side, right side and bottom.
Block N
Print Block: 6½" x 6"
Overall Block: 12½" x 14½"
• Build on top, bottom and left side.
Block O
Print Block: 5½" x 5½"
Overall Block: 9½" x 14½"
• Build on right side, bottom and top.
Block P
Print Block: 6½" x 30"
Overall Block: 12½" x 36½"
• Build on left side, right side, top and bottom.
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getting it together
1. Following the quilt’s illustration, layout the blocks
in order.
2. Sew blocks in this order.
• Sew A to B.
• Sew G, I and J together.
• Sew G/I/J unit to H.
• Sew A/B unit to G/H/I/J unit.
• Sew A/B/G/H/I/J unit to C.
• Sew D, K and N together.
A

B

C

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sew E to F.
Sew L to O.
Sew M to P.
Sew L/O unit to M/P unit.
Sew E/F unit to L/M/O/P unit.
Sew D/K/N unit to E/F/L/M/O/P unit.
Sew A/B/C/G/H/I/J unit to D/E/F/K/L/M/N/
O/P unit.
3. Layer, baste and quilt as desired and bind.
D
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llama love quilt, by jennifer moore

Jennifer Moore started Monaluna with no concept of what designing
and producing high-end organic cottons for the quilt industry would
mean. And that's probably good thing. But now that she's been in it
for going on six years, she's happily taken it all in stride. Working with
her husband, David Miguelucci, from her home and a small studio/
warehouse space, Jennifer handles most of the fabric design work and
the project designs used to help sell her fabric at Quilt Market. When
she's not fielding calls from retailers and suppliers, or picking colors for
a new collection, she's happily raising Anabelle, working in her organic
garden or enjoying David's amazing culinary talents in their Northern
California home.
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